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A nnette Marie Deatherage entered eternal rest on Sunday,

March 9th, 2025, in Lady Lake, FL.

Annette was born in Cleveland, OH to her parents, William Pasan and Helen Kubasek, on

November 12th, 1943. Annette was an elevator operator at Halle’s department store in Cleveland
OH and that is where she would meet the love of her life, Ronald and the two would marry at the
Holy Rosary Church on October 1st, 1971. They would spend the next 53 years together and raise

two sons.

In the late 80's, after her sons were grown, she reentered the work force with Baldwin Wallace

College and later Southwest General Hospital where she spent many years in the Environmental
Services Department.  After retirement,  she moved to Florida with Ron to start their next
chapter.  There they enjoyed hosting many foreign exchange students.  As a devout Catholic,

Annette was a member of St. Paul Catholic Church in Leesburgh, FL. She was also a member of
the Red Hat Society, enjoyed making ceramics and was a cat lover. 

Annette is survived by her loving husband, Ronald Deatherage; her two sons, Ryan Deatherage,

his wife Michelle and Timothy Deatherage, his wife Cheryl; and one grandson, Benedict Anthony,
her two sisters Diane Fikter and (her twin sister) Janet Phillips.

In lieu of flowers donations can be made to Alzheimer’s Association or to the SPCA Humane
Society in Annette’s name.

https://www.alz.org

https://www.spcaflorida.org/
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Memorial Gathering

Page Theus Funeral Home Chapel

914 W. Main Street, Leesburg FL 34748

For anyone who is unable to attend the service, please click the link below to watch

a live stream the day of:

https://webcast.funeralvue.com/events/viewer/112230/hash:0DF253B9C44F4D5D

Memorial Service

Page Theus Funeral Home Chapel

914 W. Main Street, Leesburg FL 34748

For anyone who is unable to attend the service, please click the link below to watch

a live stream the day of:

https://webcast.funeralvue.com/events/viewer/112230/hash:0DF253B9C44F4D5D

Graveside  Ceremony

Hillcrest Memorial Gardens

1901 C. R. 25A, Leesburg FL 34748

Events Annette  Marie  Deatherage
NOV 12 , 19 4 3  -  MAR  9 , 2 0 2 5

Thursday,May 15, 2025

3:00 PM ET

Thursday,May 15, 2025

4:00 PM ET

Friday,May 16, 2025

10:00 AM ET
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https://www.google.com/maps/dir/?api=1&destination=28.8379132,-81.8920106
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MD Michelle Deatherage shared 18 photos to the Tribute Wall album.

May 16 at 4:17 PM

Amanda  Berry shared 3 photos to the Tribute Wall album.

We love you Aunt Toni, and will miss you dearly. Rest easy ˚ʚ♡ɞ˚

May 2 at 10:01 PM

MD Michelle Deatherage shared 3 photos to the Tribute Wall album.

May 2 at 10:01 PM

RS Ruqi&Steven sent a Peace, Prayers, & Blessings- Lavender and White  to the

Deatherage family.

May 8 at 12:45 PM
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RM Ruqi Ma shared a photo to the Tribute Wall album.

In Loving Memory of My American Host Mom ToniWhen I first arrived in the U.S. at

16 as an exchange student struggling to find a place to belong. Toni, along with her

husband Ron, welcomed me into their home with open arms. After complications

with my first host family, their warmth and kindness quite literally rescued me. Toni

became my American mom, filled with comfort, love, and an endless sense of humor.Toni didn’t

just house me, she helped raise me in a whole new world. Her chattiness, her patience, and her

gentle corrections taught me English far better than any class ever could. She listened even when

my words came out broken and never once made me feel like I wasn’t heard. She introduced me to

American culture with enthusiasm and joy, preparing me for my first Halloween trick-or-treating, my

high school prom dance, and my graduation.Some of my fondest memories are of the simplest

days: shopping trips to her favorite stores—Kohl’s, Belk, or even just Walmart (“Wally World” as she

liked to call it). I’d sit in the passenger seat while she made wild turns, and we’d shout “weeeeee”

like we were in a video game. She wasn’t a fancy cook, and she would’ve told you that herself—but

she made every meal joyful. I’d help her in the kitchen, chopping lettuce and bell peppers while

she made macaroni or hamburger helper. Dessert was always a must, and laughter was always on

the menu.I loved Toni and Ron so deeply, and they loved me right back. That’s why, after my

exchange year ended, I returned to their home to finish my senior year. The two years I spent with

them changed the course of my life. Toni showed me what unconditional love looks like, what

kindness feels like when it’s lived daily, and those lessons became the foundation for the life I’ve

built since. Because of her, I stayed in the U.S. She gave me a family without any blood ties—

something even more powerful in many ways.Her love didn’t stop after I graduated high school.

Toni sent care packages to my college dorm up north. She picked me up for Christmas in

Cleveland. She came to my college graduation. She cheered me on through graduate school in

Nashville. She and Ron filled roles that even my own parents sometimes couldn't from far away.As I

grew into adulthood, I often went back. I brought my mother to meet the woman who helped raise

me. I brought my boyfriend, who would become my husband. Later, I brought my daughters to meet

their “American grandma,” the woman whose love shaped their mother into who she is today. I

watched Toni teach my daughter English and laugh with her just as she had with me. Her love

carried on.In her final years, dementia took away some memories. Sometimes, she’d forget that I

was already in my thirties. To her, I was still that 16-year-old girl she once welcomed into her home.

She didn’t always remember why I was visiting, or why I had to leave—but as I drove away, I’d see

her in the side mirror, waving with a smile, saying: “I love you, sweetheart. Thanks for visiting. We’ll

see you again.”Yes, Toni—I will see you again.

May 2 at 10:01 PM
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MD Michelle Deatherage shared 18 photos to the Tribute Wall album. May 16 at 4:17 PM
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MD
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PAGE 9 OF 15



Media Annette  Marie  Deatherage
NOV 12 , 19 4 3  -  MAR  9 , 2 0 2 5

MD

PAGE 10 OF 15



Media Annette  Marie  Deatherage
NOV 12 , 19 4 3  -  MAR  9 , 2 0 2 5

MD

PAGE 11 OF 15



Media Annette  Marie  Deatherage
NOV 12 , 19 4 3  -  MAR  9 , 2 0 2 5

AB Amanda  Berry shared 3 photos to the Tribute Wall album. May 14 at 10:17 PM
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MD Michelle Deatherage shared 3 photos to the Tribute Wall album. May 10 at 1:53 PM
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RM Ruqi Ma shared a photo to the Tribute Wall album. May 2 at 10:01 PM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Annette by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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